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Introduction

Modality is a semantic concept that describes the speaker's attitude towards the status of a
proposition and is related to notions such as necessity and possibility. This concept is usually
reflected in sentences in what is known as mood. Mood, tense, and aspect are three categories that
are normally marked on the verbal complex. Languages often have grammatical systems that
distinguish different moods. Persian, like many other languages, has traditionally been recognized
as having at least three distinct moods: declarative, subjunctive, and imperative. The indicative
mood lacks any morphological markers, while the subjunctive and imperative moods are marked
by the prefix "be-" on the verbal stem. This prefix may be null in most complex predicates.

Although traditional grammarians have recognized at least three independent moods in
Persian, the homonymy of this verbal prefix, or the overlap in the subjunctive and imperative
verbal morphology, leads to ambiguity and difficulties in determining the number of moods in
Persian. Some of the recent studies reject the distinction between the imperative and subjunctive
moods in Persian and consider the former a subclass of the latter based on the verbal morphology
and overlapping therein. In other words, they consider the prefix "be-" a marker of subjunctivity
rather than a marker of imperative mood in imperative sentences. In this paper, by challenging
this view, we claim that regardless of the distinction between their functions and speech acts, the
syntactic behaviors of imperative and subjunctive sentences are completely different.

In relation to this debate, previous studies have discussed the semantic and functional
properties of subjunctive and imperative moods in different languages. The exact definitions of
"subjunctive™ have proven to be difficult to make precise, and it is hard to find agreement on this
in the literature. According to Siegel (2009) an Bybee et al. (1994), the term "subjunctive™ is
utilized to designate specific verb forms that are mandatory in particular subordinate clause
constructions. Bybee et al. (1994) believe that subjunctives are semantically vacuous elements.
Noonan (2007), by focusing on the distinction between indicative and subjunctive moods in
complementation, provides a functional approach to subjunctivity. He characterizes the main
function of the subjunctive mood as the encoding of some "dependency” within the subordinate
clause in which it is used. Therefore, he treats subjunctivity as a marker of dependency.
According to Nikolaeva (2016), the imperative mood is prototypically used to convey directive
force, and a directive act is an attempt to get the hearer to perform an act. The most prototypical
imperative forms express commands, orders, and requests; however, the meaning of imperative is
beyond order and command and includes other meanings such as advice, permission, good
wishes, instruction, suggestion, etc.

Method

This study employs an analytical-explanatory method for data analysis. Because the topic is
theoretical, the data are primarily gathered from library sources, daily interactions of the authors
and speakers, and the authors' linguistic intuition. In the analysis, the paper provides some
syntactic arguments based on serial verb constructions (SVCs), coordination, and the distribution
of subjunctive and imperative constructions in certain embedded contexts. These data are used to
show that the subjunctive and imperative forms in Persian behave differently at the syntactic level
and therefore represent two independent moods.

Results

The focus of this research lies in the investigation of syntactic behavior of the imperative
mood. Analyzing some Persian constructions reveals the significant role different moods play in
the grammaticality of sentences, such that replacing the subjunctive mood with the imperative
mood renders the sentences ungrammatical. Our first argument is based on serial verb
constructions (SVCs). Aikhenvald (2006) emphasizes that all verbs within an SVC have the same
value for mood, such that using different mood markings is not possible. Persian SVVCs show that
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imperative mood is independent and distinct from subjunctive mood, since a mixture of the
imperative and the subjunctive mood within an SVC causes ill-formedness.

Another argument is grounded in coordination. In Persian, coordination of clauses with the
same mood is acceptable, while constructions with different moods cannot be conjoined. Persian
data show that the coordination of the imperative mood and the subjunctive leads to
ungrammaticality. This confirms the differentiation between the imperative and the subjunctive
moods. Our third observation highlights the interaction between mood and polarity. It is observed
that the negative marker on some matrix verbs causes the embedded verb to be in the form of
subjunctive, and its replacement with another mood such as indicative or imperative leads to
unacceptability. The final argument concerns the distribution of subjunctive and imperative
constructions in certain embedded contexts. In Persian, subjunctive clauses appear in sentences
embedded under some predicates such as control predicate, causatives, directives, etc.

Conclusion

Based on the analyses presented, we conclude that the subjunctive and imperative moods in
Persian are two distinct and independent moods. Substituting the subjunctive form with the
imperative one renders sentences ungrammatical, which clearly demonstrates that the imperative
mood cannot be considered a subclass of the subjunctive. Overall, Persian exhibits two separate
moods at the syntactic level, each with its own grammatical behavior and distribution.
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Ishared polarity value
2Kayah Li

3D. B. Solnit

4coordination

SE. Davis

6E. Keshet & D. J. Medeiros
7conditional conjunction
8N. N. Zhang

9consecutive constructions
18\ S. Leszek



VFoF oF &yloss MY 5199 i3l o sl slo i o 5 Loyl colelllao '

o LS drg b olaaty (ilulen 09 o odalin (ZVA) 5 (CVA) VA) slaJlie )3 o5 665 Glo 55 () b5 5
(OVA Jlo) amd o s 4y ciluly oS50 «glitie 0929 cuS 5 &S Jl> )3 9 0 oie COlw g (ol je0

()l dxg) 0285 (o0 Cpi dn 9 w29y s0 Lo & Jol (I .VA
(csolill d29) -6 50 093 808 5 P (o 05> 1L (o
(ol dg) oy 0 5 o5 (S5 (&
) d2g) 15 (o0 5> 8y00 5 (sl dg) JloPe (o g5 L7 (0
V) g (V) Jlio 50 ;0 .08 o Sl calusy oo pos; 55 olidl dsg b (gy0l dng 3 Saiben &S Cusl Jbs s oyl

A9 9 (Solopn aSl 0pd e (Bluds 4 45 365 3929 (ased pld (oplply tul djae yaud pgd iy 93 o Cbole
Cawl 03)S (6ygtmd s 1y dlon oS Gl Cuglate

N g Byed g Sl oy g LT (VA
Sy ol g oS Ll ] Jble® (o

2 agy iy ()l g o (B OlE ) ()l (b5 sl gezme (B unl B b deng Sl ol ¢ Yol pago (g

0525 s9-2> 5 A5 ooy (b5l ay gy 1y dng oSN 095 elye (B 5 0 e Jgarme oyl el ST Ll 05,5 o
L ol colaw (5 iRl & 8l d g e (&) Je jl 090 pomie (Bl & () Jbo 5 (ild] wile ol
A5 il S cgycpalil 0yl o i e e ol dog Ladd S Dgd o oo odh Bluy 4 plalase Ll ol
bl Al cpl BALS (s Wloi o (o5l dg 9 (5 0l
oo Y Sl 5l oS ey (Al

S Yo jled & pun® (¢

9x s n Vb Jou 5 oS i (2

3 gy a3l ol Glokts w395 5 Il sy (ol drg g yol g o les > SVl (3T (5
oolsly D55 edee g 3 |y (ool W i85 Wl o ol slajgo (o (el ) sl ool jll dg sla Shg (05500
hlacabn ol (Syde Shy olise gaw 3 85 b ez Jl (29,5 ¢ o5l oo (Sadpaio 8,13 B0
A ]y gilwdin (dlm p)Y Lulyd (lise 9 5920 S5l 4 gy 00 I 4 plbdl > dle l 05 oty A S e
e ) el o Les W gemme (B0 o8 Syl ol 2 gy slodle > (ol dg @8 o 0 (VOO SIS g (50
Pl L el s 30l o (o)l 0bj slaodlsy &l il ypis gy o ol 3 Mg e s 95l i o9 xl)
(Y 5 @y ol ko) 5gu5 o0 yomio il ola Jlie ol & slacsle s

9327189y 45 w3 g0 ygiwd (ye (A XY
ISl 03 5> o 0 oo apogilpnlss oo (0 (o

$9)s Sop sl 5 &S @3S oo g 1y g5 (il XY
0" 3y bl |y la)lS oS @3S o0 Sy |y 5 (o

1polarity
2substitution
3S. Kwak



0 S99 e g ooljewSs | ()8 b 40 50/ 429

ol o 530 ST Jeb S mn 4ig)3 12 a3 48 placdls sl J5S sacsls eje ol 3 S Hges
s gald o)l g (g yel 092y > oty (Sladiges (V1A (5))d) ik @ paen (ol s Joado b Jelb b Sl o Laid
(XY 5 GIPY ela Jlze) 39y g0 sl 4 ool3l § (5y0l g o oy
(S 57 S e ddad gl & (5> b g (N XY
s oo gy c8lanl dan 4 b (S o (o 5 (&

Ang oo |y syal acdln 1.8 o oty )lisS (S e )00 5 amd o Cawd Iy 365 (00l g el (593 <5yl
Sl g A ol )3 il o (gglody 1l 4l gy ol (o g I (e (teliie (5579 )B) b oy oI5
S 05 20 1y o ol oy b5 20150 Jlo il g a3 sl
53 0)lae Sy yo ladd &S0 S A el ang oo ]y (gyel ol e ed s 00y LS iy Gl ) a5 AS len
i a2 gilscaln i g (wlidid )8 ( SleidS sl Siig 5l 18 Jole o yai a4y 0)ld Cgles Hloud dasuiie

S g M iloto ;K0S jl gyal g (ol ang a5 8L )d (idgyes Gl e domid a3 Wl b 5 Sl g
a2y )50 Lol jl b Gopmed () (b &5 il (ledl (i eapcnlil Wgyise slod 4y (0)B (b ) JEiwe (g
D) gyl Jis ed
S 254 —0
SLbgen a0 930 (ol Ao @595 8)1y> (9TUsS (Slaolind g o Sy 9 A2y ulie Ll gy ol
) L caalol )3 and asblogy (gl bj (gyel (SloC Sl )3 g sl & bgyjo Sl 5 5l g gyl il e
503 Ll ol diilon ()l (L5 45 b 03l (Lt (3Kl 5 ol JW cdlo gilualer g8 sl Yl
)1 (oll (Gl (69 jlaijl drg 93l (ol il g (ol B3 S5 o pals camled dg2gl 5 )15 St (6yel S L
&bo
AN OV sl 0l ) )3 (Job dng gl o g 485 (VYD) Uge ¢y g £ eergie e
5ol LLEIY ) 57 5t (WAD) (pa (555 (e iy 49
AV (W) o b ola ping s 1 SaineS (65,05 1 awyld b5 50 ol (sla Jed cils D (65t 3905 (WWAY) S350 iyl
Ol oy (ol () 68> Al bl et (ol 10 Gy (YTAB) (S g SR
S e S0 cle (WA Lg; ey
sole - pgd Sl b b g0 (1YO) desme Bl >
bl o )8 b5 yaiwd (WWAF) dlga oo aicey yui
P pd S gpel fuado gt (VWAY) gpud 03)585 8
Sl (el ) (s G ygod (VYFT) ) e somsly S0lo s 581598 £ M« plod £ idone lag fplaallive o8
Ol Sy by s 5 yptod (VYOY) 329y ecs bl U
29 sl G sgiod (\YWFF) gy o bs b
aows (1) ()b Gy (SYAV) Lo poMe Sl pos §( 85 lelS (bg
O+ Ol copt slapissS s Gl oo dolilias . )b (b 3> 5yl Slodpaly 9 el (1o ) SOl b folos) )la> (g
-8

lcontrol construction



VFoF oF &yloss MY 5199 i3l o sl slo i o 5 Loyl colelllao \$

References

Aikhenvald, A. Y. (2006). Serial verb constructions in typological perspective. In A. Y. Aikhenvald & R.
M. W. Dxon (Eds.), Serial verb constructions: A cross-linguistic typology (pp. 1-68). Oxford
University Press.

Aikhenvald, A. Y. (2010). Impertives and commands. Oxford University Press.

Aikhenvald, A. Y. (2016). Imperative: The grammar of a clause type. Academia.edu. https://www.
academia. edu/5881254/Imperative_the_grammar_of_a_clause_type.

Akbari, M., & Valipour, M. (2016). A critical analysis of the verbal moods in Persian language. Persian
Literature, 6(1), 1-15. (In Persian)

Ameka, F. K. (2001). Multiverb constructions in a West African areal typological perspective. In Online

proceedings of TROSS-Trondheim Summer School. Academia.edu.
https://www.academia.edu/18577518/Multiverb_constructions_in_a west_african_areal _typological
_perspective

Anoushe, M. (2018). Serial verb construction in Persian: A minimalist approach. Journal of Researches in
Linguistics, 11(1), 73-91. https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2018.113736.1266 (In Persian)

Anvari, H., & Ahmadi Givi, H. (2006). Persian language grammer 2. Fatemi. (In Persian)

Bybee, J. L. (1985). Morphology: A study of the relation between meaning and form. John Benjamins.

Bybee, J. L., Perkins, R., & Pagliuca, W. (1994). The evolution of grammar: Tense, aspect and modality in
the languages of the world. University of Chicago Press.

Dabirseyaghi, M. (1966). Persian language grammer (2nd ed.). EImi. (In Persian)

Darzi, A. (2008). On the vP analysis of Persian finite control constructions. Linguistic Inquiry, 39(1), 103—
116.

Darzi, A., & Kwak, S. (2015). Syntax and semantics of subjunctive clauses in Persian. Lingua, 153, 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2014.10.003

Davis, E. (1986). The English imperative. Routledge.

Farshidvard, K. (2005). Modern comprehensive grammar (2nd ed.). Sokhan. (In Persian)

Garib, A., Bahar, M.., Homaei, J., Fooruzanfar, B., & Yasemi, R. (1984). Persian language grammer.
Ashrafi. (In Persian)

llkhanipour, N. (2016). Modality in complement clauses [Unpublished doctoral dissertation]. Tehran
University. (In Persian)

llkhanipour, N. (2018). On subjunctive clauses and irrealis mood in Persian. Canadian Journal of
Linguistics/Revue Canadienne de Linguistique, 63(1), 100-111. https://doi.org/10.1017/cnj.2017.23

Jary, M., & Kissine, R. M. (2014). Imperatives. Cambridge University Press.

Jespersen, O. (1924). The philosophy of grammar. Allen & Unwin.

Keshet, E., & Medeiros, D. J. (2019). Imperatives under coordination. Natural Language & Linguistic
Theory, 37(3), 869-914.

Lakeoff, R. T. (1968). Abstract syntax and latin complementation. MIT Press.

Lallot, J. (1997). Apollonius Dyscole: De la construction (syntaxe) (2 vols.). Vrin.

Leszek, A. S. (1995). A critical study of imperatives [Doctoral dissertation, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology]. Dspace@MIT. http://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/11837

Natel khanlari, P. (1973). Persian language grammer. Iranian Culture Foundation. (In Persian)

Natel khanlari, P. (1987). Persian language grammer. Novin. (In Persian)

Nikolaeva, I. (2016). Analyses of the semantics of mood. In J. Nuyts & J. Van der Auwera (Eds.), The
Oxford handbook of modality and mood (pp. 68-85). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Noonan, M. (2007). Complementation. In T. Shopen (Ed.), Language typology and syntactic description:
Vol. 2. Complex construction (2nd ed., pp. 52-150). Cambridge University Press.

Nuyts, J. (2016). Surveying modality and mood. In J. Nuyts & J. Van der Auwera (Eds.), The Oxford
handbook of modality and mood (pp. 6-27). Oxford University Press.

Palmer, F. R. (2001). Mood and modality. Cambridge University Press.

Pirzad, Z. (2004). Adat mikonim [We get used to it]. Markaz. (In Persian)

Portner, P. (2018). Mood. Oxford University Press.

Quer, J. (1998). Mood at the interface. Holland Academic Graphics.

Quer, J. (2001). Interpreting mood. Probus, 13(1), (81-111). https://doi.org/10.1515/prbs.13.1.81

Shariyat, M. (2005). Persian language grammar. Asatir. (In Persian)



v S99 e g ooljewSs | ()8 b 40 50/ 429

Siegel, L. (2009). Mood selection in Romance and Balkan. Lingua, 119(12), 1859-1882.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2008.11.006

Solnit, D. B. (2006). Verb serialization in Eastern Kayah Li. In A. Y. Aikhenvald & R. M. W. Dixon
(Eds.), Serial verb constructions: A cross-linguistic typology, (pp. 144-159). University Press.

Vahidiyan Kamkar, T., & Emrani, G. (2002). Persian language grammer (1). SAMT. (In Persian)

Van der Auwera, J., & Aguilar, A. Z. (2016). The history of modality and mood. In J. Nuyts & J. Van der
Auwera (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of modality and mood (pp. 9-27). Oxford: Oxford University

Press.
Veisi Hahsar, R., & Sharif, B. (2022). Imperative constructions and paradigms in Persian. Research in
Western Iranian Languages and Dialects, 10(2), 99-116.

https://doi.org/10.22126/jlw.2021.6083.1556 (In Persian)
Zhang, N. N. (2009). Coordination in syntax. Cambridge University Press.






