A Comparative Analysis of Two Recreations of Kimia Khatun's
Narrative Based on Linda Hutchen's Theory of Adaptation

Shahin Shahbazil, Alireza Asadi"*?*, Hasan Soltani Koohbanani"'3, and Ali
Garavand =4

1. Ph.D student of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, llam
University, llam, Iran. E-mail: shahbazi.831@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Assosiate professor of Persian of Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature
and Humanities, llam University, llam, Iran. E-mail: a.asadi@ilam.ac.ir

3. Assistant Profess or of Persian of Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, llam
University, llam, Iran. E-mail: h.soltani@ilam.ac.ir

4. Associate professor of Persian of Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, llam
University, Ilam, Iran. E-mail: a.garavand@ilam.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: The exchange of literary texts is both obvious and common, and it is
Research Article unlikely to find any work entirely free from the influence of others.

Numerous theories have explored adaptation and intertextual connections
over time, with one of the most recent being Linda Hutcheon's Theory of

Avrticle history:

Received: 08/02/2022 adaptation and expanding its concept into the three major approaches of
Received in revised form: change, creation, and perception, Hutchen raises questions that he believes
06/02/2023 provide analysts with an appropriate analytical framework. These
Accepted: 09/02/2023 questions are: "What?", "Who?", "Why?", "How?", "Where?" and "Who?"

In this article, two works by female authors—"Kimiakhatun" by Saeedeh
Keywords: Quds and "Kimiakhatun, the Roman girl" by Muriel Maufroy—both of
Adaptation, which explore the life of Kimia that is a deity associated with the shrine of
Linda Hatchen, Rumi and the renowned seventh-century mystic, are analyzed based on
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The process of renewal and recreation, common in nature and life, also permeates society and
literature. The world of art and literature is a realm of borrowing ideas and concepts, where few
works are entirely original or free from the influence of predecessors. This phenomenon highlights
the interconnectedness of cultural expressions, where the legacy of past creators continues to inform
and inspire new works. In the "intertextual™ world, creators are continually influenced by the past
while also shaping the future. The mind of a creative poet or writer is often filled with dialogues and
expressions drawn from literary traditions. Through a profound understanding of beauty and the use
of techniques such as defamiliarization, creative misreading, and deconstruction, they strive to create
new works that resonate with contemporary audiences. As Walter Benjamin stated, "Storytelling is
always the art of repeating stories."

This paper examines two novels titled "Kimiya Khatoon," authored by Saeedeh Ghods and Muriel
Maalouf, which narrate the life of Kimiya, the stepdaughter of the great Persian poet Rumi. The
study is framed within Linda Hutcheon's theory of adaptation, which emphasizes the transformative
nature of retelling and reinterpreting stories across different cultural and temporal contexts.

Methodology:
This research employs a descriptive and analytical method, based on library resources and textual
analysis. The key research questions are:

-What elements from the original text are adapted, and how do they transform into new creations?
Does the creativity of the adapter result in the creation of a new work?

-How do the worldview and ideology of the authors influence the adaptation process?

-How is the path of adaptation traversed in both novels, and how do the authors present their
adaptations as independent works to the audience?

-What are the temporal and spatial contexts in which these two works are narrated, and can
transhistorical and transnational elements be identified?
The study analyzes both texts to reveal the nuances of adaptation and the cultural implications
embedded within. By closely examining the narrative techniques and thematic concerns, the research
aims to highlight how each author constructs their version of Kimiya's story, reflecting their cultural
backgrounds and personal ideologies.

Results and Discussion:

The results indicate that both authors, despite adapting from the same historical figure, employ
distinct narrative strategies shaped by their cultural contexts. Saeedeh Qods uses a feminist lens to
critique patriarchal norms, portraying Kimiya as a heroine who navigates societal constraints. This
perspective enables readers to engage with ongoing issues of gender inequality and the challenges
women face in both historical and contemporary contexts. Qods' portrayal of Kimiya as a character
with agency challenges traditional narratives that often marginalize female voices, making her story
a powerful vehicle for social commentary.

Conversely, Maalouf's adaptation leans toward a fantastical interpretation, emphasizing Kimiya's
emotional and spiritual journey rather than her societal struggles. By blending historical elements
with imaginative storytelling, Maalouf creates a narrative that resonates with readers on a deeper



level, inviting them to explore themes of identity, belonging, and the search for meaning in a
complex world. This approach allows her to engage with the historical narrative while
simultaneously crafting a story that appeals to contemporary sensibilities.

Both adaptations illustrate how cultural and ideological influences shape narrative choices. Qods's
work resonates with readers seeking feminist discourse, while Maalouf's narrative appeals to those
drawn to imaginative storytelling. This diversity of voices underscores the richness of adaptation as a
literary practice, revealing how stories can evolve and transform to meet the needs of different
audiences across time and space.

Conclusion:

In summary, "Kimiya Khatoon" by Saeedeh Qods and "Kimiya Khatoon, the Roman Girl" by Muriel
Maalouf exemplify the intricate nature of literary adaptation. Each author reinterprets the same
source material through their unique cultural lenses, resulting in distinct narratives that address
themes of identity, agency, and social critique. Qods' portrayal of Kimiya highlights the struggles of
women in a patriarchal society, emphasizing the importance of female empowerment and
representation in literature. In her narrative, Kimiya's voice emerges as a powerful testament to the
resilience of women, making her story relevant to contemporary discussions about gender and
identity.

On the other hand, Maalouf's fantastical approach invites readers to engage with the emotional and
spiritual dimensions of Kimiya's life, prompting reflections on love, loss, and the complexities of
human relationships. By intertwining historical and imaginative elements, Maalouf crafts a narrative
that transcends cultural boundaries, appealing to a global audience. This approach allows her to
explore the universal themes of longing and self-discovery, making Kimiya's story resonate with
readers from diverse backgrounds.

These adaptations demonstrate the ongoing relevance of historical narratives in contemporary
discourse, inviting readers to reflect on the complexities of human experience. As societies grapple
with issues of gender, identity, and cultural heritage, the retelling of stories like that of Kimiya
becomes a means of fostering dialogue and understanding. Adaptation, as a creative act, not only
honors the past but also reinterprets it for new generations, ensuring that these narratives remain
alive and impactful.
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