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Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 has set the stage for a long and costly war
for both sides. The consequences of this war, which is still ongoing with no apparent
prospect of an end, have extended beyond Russia and Ukraine, impacting nations across
various regions. One of the reasons for this is the significant role Russia and Ukraine play
in producing and supplying the world's essential food resources, as both countries are
leaders in the global agricultural market. Africa, one of the regions most dependent on
food exports from Russia and Ukraine, has not been spared from the war’s effects. Given
these circumstances, this research examines the impact of the Russo-Ukrainian War on
security and the right to food in the three North African countries of Egypt, Tunisia, and
Libya. The research aims to address the question of how the war has impacted food
security in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. The research findings indicate that the war has
intensified inflation and food insecurity in these countries, adversely affecting the security
and the right to food, which are critical social rights for their populations. However, the
degree of impact has not been uniform. Egypt and Tunisia experienced the most severe
disruptions in security and food availability. In contrast, despite facing food inflation,
Libya benefited from increased oil revenues, which helped offset disruptions in the food
security supply chain and ensured better access to food.
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1. Introduction

After the events of 2014 and the removal of pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovych from power
in Ukraine, the country's leadership shifted towards closer alignment with the West. Putin
responded to this shift by occupying the Crimean Peninsula. As tensions between Russia
and Ukraine intensified, Volodymyr Zelensky’s request for Ukraine to join the European
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was viewed by Russia as a
threat to its national security, prompting the deployment of Russian forces near Ukraine’s
border. On February 24, 2022, the Russian army launched a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, initiating a prolonged and costly conflict for both nations. The war, which is still
ongoing with no clear end in sight, has impacted nations across various regions. One
reason for this widespread impact is Russia and Ukraine's vital role in global food
production and supply, as both nations are among the world's leading producers of
agricultural goods. Africa, as one of the regions most dependent on food exports from
these two countries, has been significantly affected by the conflict. This research explores
the consequences of the Russo-Ukrainian War on security and the right to food in Egypt,
Tunisia, and Libya.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is based on dependency theory. According to
this theory, disruptions in food supply in one part of the world due to international trade
lead to similar disruptions in other regions. Over recent decades, this interdependence has
been reinforced by multilateral and bilateral free trade agreements. Moreover, the
volatility of global markets, driven by unconventional factors, has destabilized local
markets, resulting in food shortages in these countries. Climate change has further
exacerbated instability in agricultural production, contributing to rising market prices. In
addition to dependency theory, the concept of the right to food plays a central role in this
research. The United Nations Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
defines the right to food as the right to regular, permanent, and unrestricted access—either
directly or through financial means—to adequate food that aligns with consumers' cultural
traditions. This right guarantees the satisfaction of physical and mental needs, preserves
individual and collective dignity, and ensures a life free from fear. It encompasses not
only the availability and economic accessibility of food but also the appropriate use of
food and the sustainability of these conditions over time.

3. Methodology

This research uses a descriptive and analytical method, incorporating statistical data
where relevant. The study begins by describing the conditions of the Russo-Ukrainian
War. It further analyzes statistical data on the volume of food imports from Russia and
Ukraine to Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya, and the inflation and food security levels in these
countries. These statistics are critically evaluated to determine the Russo-Ukrainian War’s
impact on the three North African nations.

4. Results & discussion

The findings reveal that the Russia-Ukraine War has affected Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya
in various ways. Egypt has endured the most significant damage, with the war causing
global price hikes, which significantly impacted the country. Tunisia, similarly dependent
on food imports from Ukraine—mainly wheat, corn, barley, and oilseeds—faced a severe
food crisis when Ukraine's exports dwindled and global food prices soared. Despite facing
similar food price inflation, Libya benefited from increased oil revenues, which helped
mitigate the impact of rising food costs.
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5. Conclusion

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has deeply disrupted the food systems of Egypt, Tunisia, and
Libya, exacerbating the already fragile situation of security and the right to food. The war
has disrupted international food trade, increasing prices and worsening food insecurity
across North Africa. As a result, many people in these countries struggle to access enough
nutritious food to meet their daily needs. Additionally, the conflict has disrupted
agricultural systems in the region, leading to shortages, increased poverty, and hunger.
Addressing these challenges will require both short-term and long-term strategies.
Developing non-cultivable agricultural land to enhance food supply is essential to
ensuring food security. Strengthening the food supply chain and improving national
security systems will help reduce vulnerabilities that could lead to social, political, and
economic instability.
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