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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Entrepreneurship education is crucial for fostering empowerment, generating employment
opportunities, and alleviating poverty, particularly among marginalized groups. This study aims to
develop a grounded theory model designed to enhance the entrepreneurial competencies of
individuals supported by the Imam Khomeini Relief Committee (RC) in Kermanshah province.

Research Method

This research adopts an applied focus, utilizing a qualitative approach grounded in grounded
theory methodology. Data were garnered through semi-structured, in-depth interviews with a
carefully curated study population comprising key informants pertinent to the research topic
within relevant communities. A purposive sampling strategy was employed, continuing until
theoretical saturation was obtained. A total of 19 participants were interviewed, including clients
exhibiting entrepreneurial potential, managers of relief committees, and academic specialists in
the field. Data analysis followed a systematic coding process encompassing open, axial, and
selective coding phases as delineated by Strauss and Corbin. The validity and reliability of the
research outcomes were rigorously established in accordance with the four criteria proposed by
Lincoln and Guba.

Results and Discussion

The qualitative analysis of the interviews yielded 136 final codes that were organized into 36
subcategories and consolidated into six primary categories, forming a comprehensive research
model. The model delineates several dimensions:

1. Causal Conditions: This dimension encompasses financial facilities, project supervision,
educational support, insurance provisions, and the flexibility inherent in job selection.

2. Contextual Conditions: Factors identified include work culture and entrepreneurship dynamics,
work environment, specialized training provisions, organizational support mechanisms,
adaptability to change, business management competencies, and the promotion of entrepreneurial
acumen.

3. Phenomenon: The central phenomenon identified is the empowerment of clients' entrepreneurial
capabilities.

4. Intervening Conditions: Several barriers were noted, including delays in facility disbursement,
inadequate collaboration from pertinent institutions, insufficient financial allocations, challenges
in securing guarantees, a mismatch between project goals and client needs, bureaucratic hurdles,
economic volatility, implementation challenges, cultural attitudes, and various deficits in
knowledge, skills, resources, capital, and communication networks.

5. Strategies: The recommended strategies to overcome these challenges include financial and
social support mechanisms, employment generation initiatives, skill development programs, non-
financial assistance, revised approaches to facility provision, enhanced monitoring and evaluation
frameworks, the establishment of supportive networks, comprehensive production planning,
psychological empowerment initiatives, and improved market access and sales strategies.

6. Consequences: The anticipated outcomes of these interventions include client resilience,
sustainable employment generation, and overall enhancement of clients' quality of life.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The paradigmatic model emerging from this research highlights the intricate nature of
entrepreneurial skill empowerment among clients of the relief committee. It emphasizes that this
empowerment is multifaceted, necessitating a comprehensive approach that addresses various
dimensions and factors in the planning and policy-making frameworks of relevant institutions. To
effectively enhance entrepreneurial skills, a holistic strategy must concurrently account for
individual, social, economic, and institutional variables. Recommendations derived from the
findings include:

- Development of diverse and practical training curricula tailored to labor market requirements
and the individual competencies of clients.
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- Strengthening soft and communication skills through targeted training initiatives.

- Establishing specialized entrepreneurship training centers aimed at delivering advisory services,
training, and support for innovative client proposals.

- Utilizing online training and e-learning platforms to facilitate broader access to educational
resources for clients.

- Diversifying financial instruments beyond traditional facilities to include guarantees, insurance,
and financial consulting services.

- Creating microfinance funds or credit cooperatives to support small-scale, high-return projects.

- Forming strategic partnerships through memorandums of understanding with banks and financial
institutions to offer tailored facilities for clients.

- Facilitating the formation of collaborative working groups and communication networks among
clients for experience and idea exchange, fostering a supportive entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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