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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, sustainable tourism has been proposed as a formidable mechanism for fostering
economic and social growth within urban areas. This concept encompasses a balanced development
approach within tourism activities, prioritizing environmental, economic, and socio-cultural aspects
to ensure long-term sustainability. Effective sustainable tourism not only meets the demands of
contemporary visitors and locations but also preserves the integrity of cultural heritage, ecological
systems, and biodiversity. In parallel, sports tourism has emerged as a dynamic sector, characterized
by events that attract a diverse range of enthusiasts, including athletes, residents, and tourists alike. A
sports event refers to a distinctly defined occurrence within a particular sport, characterized by its
specific discipline, venue, duration, and scheduled date. Large-scale sports tourism events such as
the Super Bowl, Rugby World Cup, and Olympic Games attract a wide array of participants from
both domestic and international markets. These events catalyze entrepreneurial ventures, stimulating
investment interest among local entrepreneurs while generating substantial demand for a variety of
goods and services. The resultant economic impact can drive sustainable development within host
cities, yielding benefits across multiple sectors. The city of Kerman has a rich history of hosting
various sports competitions and events, showcasing its inherent potential to attract tourists. This
study aims to explore the relationship between entrepreneurial orientation and community
participation in fostering sustainable tourism development through sporting events in Kerman.

Research Method

The present research is applied in terms of purpose and quantitative in terms of methodology. It is
characterized as both descriptive and correlational, utilizing a survey approach for the systematic
collection of data. The target population includes business owners and managers involved in sports
tourism and event management within Kerman city, encompassing sectors such as hospitality
(hotels), food services (restaurants and coffee shops), entertainment (centers), and transportation.
According to the Krejcie and Morgan sampling table, 320 participants were recruited through cluster
sampling. The study employed a standardized questionnaire comprising 4 demographic questions
and 34 items addressing various research variables. The origins of these questions and variables are
detailed in Tables 1 and 2. To assess the validity of the instrument, both content and construct
validity were evaluated, specifically through methods for convergent and divergent validity.
Reliability analysis was performed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient alongside composite
reliability (CR) metrics. Data were subsequently analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical
techniques, facilitated by SPSS version 26 and Smart PLS version 3 software.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that the engagement and entrepreneurial mindset of community
members exert a positive and statistically significant influence on the viability of tourism
destinations. Furthermore, this influence extends to shaping individual attitudes, which in turn
fosters the advancement of sustainable tourism practices. Notably, individual attitudes are shown to
facilitate the promotion of sustainable tourism, particularly through the medium of sports events.
This study offers valuable insights for tourism policymakers and decision-makers in the realm of
sports events, aiming to enhance sustainable tourism development initiatives.

Conclusion and Recommendations

To enhance sustainable tourism in Kerman city through sports events, it is essential to develop
multifaceted programs that actively engage both residents and tourists. Incorporating exhibitions that
spotlight local businesses and showcase Kerman's handicrafts and traditional products alongside
sports competitions creates an opportunity for tourists to immerse themselves in the local culture and
industry. Empowering community involvement in the planning and execution of these events
through the establishment of volunteer committees and local councils not only fosters social
participation but also cultivates a sense of ownership and accountability regarding the impacts of
sports tourism among residents. Concurrently, the development of online feedback mechanisms
allows for transparent communication, enabling community members to share their insights and
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suggestions for enhancing sports tourism events, thereby amplifying their voices in decision-making.
Establishing regular consultative meetings among officials, residents, and stakeholders in the sports
tourism domain fosters a platform for open dialogue concerning challenges and opportunities,
facilitating the improvement of programs with a sustained focus on sustainability. Moreover,
leveraging digital platforms to disseminate clear information regarding the benefits of tourism and
avenues for public involvement not only attracts a broader audience but also nurtures a positive
perception of such events among local citizens.
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