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Abstract

Ethnic nationalism is one of the most challenging terms in the today's and modern
world, confronting various countries with numerous difficulties, Because, based
on an ethnic perspective, it draws a line of distinction between itself and
others.This becomes even more significant when ethnic identity-seeking groups in
multi-ethnic countries, drawing upon ethnic nationalism and its inherent elements
such as separatism, resort to violence and terrorism within their target society.
This phenomenon not only poses a threat to the internal stability of countries but
can also sometimes lead to escalating regional and international tensions.Iran is
one of the countries that For several centuries Diverse ethnic groups Has had
within its geographical expanse Which at certain periods With the emergence of
groups that had cultural and ethnic ties to these groups Created significant
challenges to the country's territorial integrity. One of these groups is PJAK (Party
for a Free Life in Kurdistan) which despite having cross-border origins, exploits
ethnic sentiments to incite unrest in the Kurdish regions of the country and, as part
of these actions, engages in violence and terrorist activities. This group utilizes
propaganda strategies and communication networks to expand its influence and
garner local support. Given the mentioned propositions, the aim of this research is
to examine PJAK From the position of a terrorist group, within the context of
ethnic nationalism. The research question is how does PJAK utilize its ideological
foundations for terrorist activities? The research hypothesis is based on this
principle the research hypothesis is based on this principlethat PJAK engages in
terrorist activities by relying on the foundations of ethnic nationalism. The applied
method is descriptive-analytical, relying on library and internet sources.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ethnic nationalism has emerged as one of the most significant challenges in
contemporary global politics, particularly in multi-ethnic societies where it often
exacerbates divisions and fuels conflict. By emphasizing ethnic distinctions and fostering
a sense of exclusivity, ethnic nationalism can lead to separatist movements, violence, and
terrorism, posing serious threats to national and regional stability. Iran, with its rich
ethnic diversity, has historically encountered such challenges, particularly in its Kurdish
regions. Among the groups exploiting ethnic sentiments, the Party for a Free Life in
Kurdistan (PJAK) stands out as a prominent example. PJAK, despite its cross-border
origins, has actively engaged in violent and terrorist activities within Iran, leveraging
ethnic nationalism to justify its actions and mobilize support.

This study seeks to analyze PJAK as a terrorist organization within the theoretical
framework of ethnic nationalism. The central research question is: How does PJAK
utilize its ideological foundations to carry out terrorist activities? The hypothesis guiding
this research posits that PJAK's terrorist activities are deeply rooted in the principles of
ethnic nationalism, which it employs to legitimize violence and separatism.
Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on a
comprehensive review of library and internet-based sources to provide a nuanced
understanding of PJAK's ideology, strategies, and impact.

2. Theoretical framework

Ethnic nationalism, as distinct from civic nationalism, bases national identity on shared
ethnic characteristics such as language, culture, and historical heritage. While it can
foster solidarity among group members, it often leads to exclusionary practices and
conflict, particularly in multi-ethnic states where minority groups feel marginalized.
When combined with political grievances, ethnic nationalism can escalate into separatist
movements and terrorism, as groups resort to violence to achieve autonomy or
independence.

Theoretical perspectives on ethnic nationalism and terrorism highlight the role of
identity politics in fueling conflict. Scholars like Benedict Anderson argue that nations
are "imagined communities," constructed through shared narratives and symbols. In the
case of PJAK, the group crafts a narrative of Kurdish identity that emphasizes historical
oppression and the need for self-determination. This narrative is reinforced by socialist
ideologies, which frame the struggle as a fight against economic and political
marginalization. Additionally, studies on ethnic terrorism, such as those by Choi and
Piazza (2016), demonstrate that political exclusion and perceived injustices are key
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drivers of violent mobilization. PJAK's tactics align with these findings, as the group
exploits socio-economic disparities and state repression to recruit members and justify its
violent campaigns.

3. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine PJAK's
ideological and operational dimensions. Data is drawn from a wide range of secondary
sources, including academic articles, government reports, news analyses, and documents
from international organizations. The study focuses on PJAK's origins, its relationship
with the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), and its strategies for mobilizing support and
conducting terrorist activities. By analyzing PJAK's propaganda, attack patterns, and
external affiliations, the research provides a comprehensive overview of how ethnic
nationalism serves as both a motivator and a tool for the group.

4. Discussion

PJAK, founded in 2004 as an offshoot of the PKK, operates primarily in Iran's Kurdish
regions, with bases in the Qandil Mountains along the Iran-Iraq border. The group's
ideology blends ethnic nationalism with Marxist-Leninist principles, advocating for
Kurdish autonomy through armed struggle. PJAK's activities include guerrilla warfare,
assassinations of state officials, and attacks on military and civilian targets, all aimed at
destabilizing the Iranian government and asserting Kurdish independence.

One of PJAK's key strategies is the exploitation of socio-economic grievances
among Kurdish communities. High unemployment, poverty, and perceived
discrimination provide fertile ground for recruitment. The group also employs
sophisticated propaganda techniques, including social media campaigns, to amplify its
message and attract international sympathy. Externally, PJAK receives support from
various actors, including Israel and some European countries, which view the group as a
tool to pressure Iran. For instance, leaked documents reveal that Israeli intelligence has
considered using PJAK to undermine Iran's territorial integrity.

Case studies of PJAK's attacks illustrate its operational capabilities and brutality. For
example, in 2010, PJAK militants killed 13 Iranian soldiers in a coordinated assault,
showcasing the group's ability to execute high-profile attacks. Additionally, PJAK has
been implicated in narcoterrorism, using drug trafficking to fund its operations, further
complicating efforts to counter its influence.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The study concludes that PJAK's terrorist activities are deeply intertwined with its
ideological reliance on ethnic nationalism. By framing its struggle as a fight for Kurdish
rights, the group justifies violence and garners local and international support. However,
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PJAK's actions have exacerbated instability in Iran's Kurdish regions, with civilians often
caught in the crossfire.

To effectively counter PJAK and similar groups, a multi-dimensional approach is
necessary:

1. Security and Intelligence Enhancements: Strengthening border security and

intelligence-sharing mechanisms to disrupt PJAK's networks.

2. Socio-Economic Development: Addressing root causes of discontent through

targeted economic programs and infrastructure projects in Kurdish areas.

3. Cultural and Political Inclusion: Promoting policies that recognize Kurdish

cultural rights while reinforcing national unity.

4. International Cooperation: Engaging diplomatically to curb external support for

PJAK and other separatist groups.

Future research should explore grassroots perceptions of PJAK and the effectiveness
of counter-terrorism measures. By addressing both the ideological and material drivers of
ethnic terrorism, policymakers can work toward sustainable peace and stability in Iran's
Kurdish regions.
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