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1. Introduction

The fundamental task of international political economy is to understand how countries
influence and are influenced by political and economic factors in the realm of international
relations. This field of study has emerged to address a significant methodological problem:
the theories and logics of the two disciplines—international relations and international
economics—are incomplete when considered independently. Relying solely on one of them
does not lead to a comprehensive and profound understanding of the developments in
international relations in today’s world. An alternative approach has been to integrate the
cognitive and theoretical frameworks of these two fields into a distinct area of study,
allowing for the examination of events and developments through this lens. The theoretical
and practical deadlocks in international relations can stem from the considerable diversity of
theories and theoretical debates, disagreements over key concepts, the complexity of global
issues such as environmental pollution, urgent humanitarian challenges, the limitations of
existing power structures, and the inability to accurately assess global realities. Ultimately,
these constraints, which are largely rooted in criticisms of existing theories, have paved the
way for the emergence of international political economy as a new research domain.
However, the main schools within this field of study hold conflicting views on
methodological issues, which can jeopardize its scholarly integrity.

Many experts believe that the field of international political economy has emerged as an
independent area of study since the early 1970s. It was around this time that researchers
such as Susan Strange, Robert Cox, Robert Keohane, Joseph Nye, Robert Gilpin, Peter
Katzenstein, Stephen Krasner, and others began theorizing in this domain, introducing
theoretical, meta-theoretical, and methodological discussions, which were later categorized
by scholars such as Benjamin Cohen into two schools: British and American. In this
context, scholars from these two schools, positioned on either side of the Atlantic, adopt
different theoretical and methodological approaches, providing diverse interpretations
within this field of study. The author of this research aims to analyze the theoretical and
methodological dimensions present in their views by examining the historical contexts of
the formation of this field of study and these two schools. The main question posed in this
research is: What methodological approaches have the American and British schools of
international political economy adopted? The preliminary answer to this question, serving
as the research hypothesis, is that there exists a certain methodological divide between these
two schools, leading them to adopt a confrontational stance, which may indicate a lack of
effective functioning within this field of study and scholarly community.

2. Theoretical Framework

Given that the fundamental issue of this research pertains to methodological and meta-
theoretical discussions in international political economy, the theoretical framework of this
study is related to the analysis of metatheoretical issues. Accordingly, the main
methodological distinctions in international relations pertain to ontological and
epistemological discussions. The ontological topic (the nature of the social world)
encompasses the following questions: Does objective reality exist in the external world, or
is it merely a construct of human perception? What are the entities and actors involved in
the international system? The other methodological topic is epistemology, which includes
the following questions: What analyses enhance our understanding? And how can we attain
knowledge about the world?

3. Research Method
The research method is descriptive and analytical, with the schools of international political
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economy considered as the data.

4. Discussion and Research Findings

International relations, as a field of study, has faced numerous theoretical challenges. These
challenges include disagreements over dominant theories, a diversity of approaches, and the
lack of a comprehensive framework for analyzing international phenomena. Additionally,
rapid changes in global policies, economic and social crises, and the emergence of non-state
actors have all contributed to the complexity of international relations. However, the birth
and emergence of a new area of study does not occur in a vacuum; particularly in the social
sciences, intellectual developments unfold within specific historical conditions and
frameworks, and international political economy is no exception.

In the transition from international relations to international political economy, two
analytical traditions can be observed. The American school primarily emphasizes
institutionalism and quantitative analyses. This approach believes that international
institutions and laws can help reduce uncertainty and increase cooperation among countries.
Furthermore, scholars from this school emphasize the rationality and national interests of
states, positing that states are the main actors in the international system. In contrast, the
British school places greater emphasis on historical institutionalism and qualitative
analyses. This approach underscores the importance of history and social transformations in
shaping institutions and policies, examining how these changes affect state behavior.
Methodologically, the main differences between these two schools lie in their focus on
institutions and history. The American school emphasizes the influence of institutions on
state behavior, while the British school pays more attention to historical and social
developments.

Ultimately, these differences have led to distinct explanations of global economic and
political issues, with each school seeking to defend and justify its theoretical framework
while countering the opposing viewpoint. While these two schools can complement each
other, they could also adopt a more cooperative approach.

5. Conclusion

Overall, the American tradition adopts a positivist perspective, while the British tradition
offers a deeper outlook. The transition from international relations to international political
economy is more evident within the framework of the British analytical tradition, as this
approach seeks to understand the deeper dimensions of international relations and engages
in interdisciplinary and multidimensional analyses beyond purely empirical approaches. It
aims to achieve a better understanding of complex international interactions. Nevertheless,
each of these two schools can contribute to a better understanding of global realities. In this
context, the positivist approach can yield measurable and objective results, while the British
approach can provide a deeper examination of historical and social contexts. Ultimately, a
combination of both approaches would be beneficial for a more comprehensive
understanding of global phenomena, as this interaction can lead to the production of more
holistic and effective knowledge in the field of international political economy. In fact, the
methodological collaboration between these two approaches can enhance the understanding
of theoretical and practical issues in international political economy and create a foundation
for greater convergence and cooperation. The expansion of discussions on international
political economy in the 21st century has further underscored the necessity of this endeavor.
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