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Given the increasing global significance of medicinal plants in enhancing public
health, generating local employment, and contributing to foreign exchange
earnings through exports, identifying the key factors and barriers within their
value chain has become a strategic development priority. This study aims to
examine the critical factors and challenges influencing the value chain of
medicinal plants in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad provinces, adopting a
sustainable development perspective. Data were collected through structured
questionnaires and expert interviews with professionals specializing in medicinal
plants. The focus group technique was employed for data synthesis, while the
validity and reliability of the research instrument were assessed using content
validity and Cronbach’s alpha, respectively. The results indicated that ecological
indicators—including the province’s high biodiversity potential and the suitability
of its agricultural lands, rangelands, and forests for the cultivation and
domestication of medicinal plants—received the highest weighted average (4.29).
This was followed by technological (4.15), political (4.14), economic (4.08), and
socio-cultural (3.98) indicators. Key challenges identified include a lack of
transparency in target markets, limited adoption of modern technologies,
insufficient specialized training and extension services, and weak linkages
between producers and market institutions. These findings underscore the urgent
need for integrated policy frameworks, enhanced technological infrastructure,
capacity-building initiatives, and the strategic mobilization of local ecological
assets. Such measures are essential to advancing the sustainable development of
the medicinal plant value chain and strengthening the livelihoods of local
communities.
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