SREY

. Mesopotamicv £

P
MESOPOTAMIAN

L, Online ISSN : 2821-2444 Political Studies Jouwrnal RAEHIN RS

.‘oi-g.‘
-O‘.

The military-security implications of the deepening relations
between the Zionist regime and Saudi Arabia for the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Axis of Resistance
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Abstract

In light of recent geopolitical developments in West Asia, the deepening relations
between the Zionist regime and Saudi Arabia—two influential regional actors—
carry significant implications for the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Axis of
Resistance. This article, employing a descriptive-explanatory method and utilizing
Randall Schweller’s theory of Balance of Interests, along with an analysis of the
strategic motivations and orientations of both parties, seeks to answer the key
question: What are the military-security consequences of the growing relationship
between Saudi Arabia and the Zionist regime for the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Axis of Resistance? The findings of this study suggest that the increasing
proximity between Saudi Arabia and the Zionist regime enhances Tel Aviv’s
strategic depth and deterrence capabilities against Iran, thereby shifting the
regional balance of power in favor of Iran’s rivals. Furthermore, the formation of
bilateral or multilateral military cooperation frameworks within the context of
CENTCOM, efforts to establish new alliances such as the “Arab NATO” or the
“Middle East Strategic Alliance,” and the expansion of intelligence-security
cooperation among these actors, create capacities for destabilizing Iran and
weakening resistance groups. The article concludes that the growing convergence
between the Zionist regime and Saudi Arabia may lead to intensified
cooperation—particularly with the United States—in intelligence and security
operations against the Islamic Republic of Iran. In more distant scenarios, such
cooperation could potentially extend to joint military actions aimed at
undermining the Axis of Resistance and targeting the Islamic Republic itself as
part of strategic planning by the involved leaderships.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Zionist regime, Islamic Republic of Iran, Axis of
Resistance, Balance of Interests.

1. Researcher & Lecturer of International Relations, Imam Hossein Comprehensive University,
Tehran, Iran.

amirmg1997@gmail.com

Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2025, Vol. 4, Issue 1, pp. 169-202.
Received: 04 August 2025, Accepted: 28 August 2025
Doi: 10.22126/mps.2025.12554.1077

@ ® @ Copyright © The Authors
T Publisher: Razi University.


mailto:amirmg1997@gmail.com

170 Mesopotamian Political Studies, 2025, Vol. 4, Issue 1, pp. 169-202

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In recent decades, geopolitical transformations in West Asia—particularly in the
aftermath of the Arab Spring, the signing of the Abraham Accords, and the gradual
relegation of the Palestinian question in the foreign policy agendas of certain Arab
states—have given rise to emerging patterns of security convergence between some
Arab countries and the Zionist regime. This trajectory, on the one hand, stems from
structural shifts in the international system and the gradual retrenchment of the United
States’ strategic commitments in the region, and, on the other hand, is driven by shared
threat perceptions, including the Islamic Republic of Iran, resistance movements, and
revolutionary Islamist ideologies. Collectively, these dynamics have facilitated the
formation of new alliances and the redefinition of regional security interests.

2. Theoretical framework

The theory of Balance of Interests is regarded as one of the most innovative
contributions within the framework of neoclassical realism, developed by Randall L.
Schweller. Positioned in contrast to traditional structural realist approaches such as
Kenneth Waltz’s Balance of Power and Stephen Walt’s Balance of Threat, this theory
seeks to address the shortcomings of other realist schools by introducing and refining the
concept of interests, categorizing the diverse interests of states, and emphasizing
perceptual and non-material factors in the foreign policy-making process. In this theory,
unlike the traditional premises of balance-of-power approaches in realism, it is not
security that primarily motivates states to form alliances. Rather, states align with one
another in pursuit of greater gains and benefits.

3. Methodology

The research methodology employed in the present study is descriptive—explanatory in
nature. The descriptive—explanatory method seeks to examine and convey complex ideas
and information, as well as to analyze and synthesize data from various sources in order
to generate a coherent text. The primary objective of the explanatory approach is to
enhance the reader’s understanding of the subject matter and research problem.
Qualitative research is often explanatory in orientation, as it enables researchers to
explore the underlying reasons behind observed phenomena and findings. Explanatory
methods are thus employed to articulate and interpret descriptive information; while
descriptive studies address “what” questions, explanatory studies pursue “why” and
“how” questions. Moreover, the present study is applied—developmental in terms of its
objectives, and it is qualitative in terms of its methodological orientation and the type of
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data utilized.

4. Discussion

As elaborated in the previous section, the balance-of-interests theory posits that
alignments are formed not merely on the basis of perceived threats, but rather on the
foundation of shared interests. The Zionist regime, once considered the foremost enemy
of the Arab states, has over time—and in light of regional and international
developments—moved toward strategic convergence with certain Arab countries, most
notably Saudi Arabia. Whereas Israel was once regarded as a “traditional enemy” by
Saudi Arabia, prompting Riyadh to dispatch troops in support of Arab states and to
provide extensive financial assistance to the Palestinians, over time, with the emergence
of common threats—namely Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood—Saudi Arabia no longer
sought to balance against Israel. Instead, it gradually converged with Israeli leaders in
their outlook on West Asia, particularly regarding opposition to the resistance front led
by Iran and to Sunni political Islam embodied in the Muslim Brotherhood. Saudi
Arabia’s domestically driven developmental interests have further propelled it toward
cooperation with Israel, despite the existence of ideological or religious contradictions.
From Schweller’s perspective, two systemic shifts—the recalibration of U.S. policies
and the disruption of the regional balance of power—interacting with Saudi Arabia’s
political and economic considerations, have influenced the kingdom’s leadership and
incentivized rapprochement with Israel. Political factors such as the quest for regime
legitimacy, countering the ideological influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
addressing the aspirations of the younger Saudi generation, alongside economic
imperatives such as implementing Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s economic
initiatives, combined with the rise of a new generation of elites within the state as an
intervening variable, have collectively driven Saudi Arabia toward alignment with Israel.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

One of the most significant consequences of the deepening relations between the Zionist
regime and the Arab states of the Persian Gulf in general, and Saudi Arabia in particular,
is the intensification of military-security threats against the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
findings of this study indicate that the deepening of relations between Israel and Saudi
Arabia entails five major military-security threats to the Islamic Republic of Iran. First,
the expansion of Israel’s strategic depth against Iran, facilitated by its proximity to Saudi
Arabia, enables direct access to Iran’s southern borders and enhances Israel’s
intelligence-gathering and operational capacities. This development poses a serious
challenge to Iran’s conventional deterrence and exacerbates the likelihood of preemptive
threats at the regional level. Such strategic depth allows Israel to conduct more precise
and targeted security and military operations—capabilities that were previously
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constrained by regional geographic and political limitations. Second, the strengthening of
Iran’s regional rivals and the alteration of the regional balance of power through military-
security synergies between Saudi Arabia, Israel, and their regional allies have weakened
the Resistance Front and reduced Iran’s influence both in neighboring states and beyond.
The emergence of an informal yet effective coalition against the Resistance Front has
redefined the balance of power and regional threat perceptions, creating new challenges
for Iran’s strategic policies. Third, bilateral and multilateral military cooperation under
the umbrella of the United States Central Command (CENTCOM) provides a platform
for institutionalizing these relations through intelligence sharing, joint military exercises,
and coordination on regional and extra-regional threats. From Iran’s perspective, this
framework not only expands U.S. influence in the region but also intensifies strategic
pressures on the Resistance Front. Fourth, the formation of military coalitions such as a
potential “Middle Eastern NATO” and the “Middle East Strategic Alliance,” whether
through formal or informal initiatives, reflects efforts to institutionalize the Saudi-Israeli
security partnership on a transnational level. These coalitions, while serving as regional
military arms of the United States, could also bring about structural transformations in
regional security and establish new equilibria to the detriment of Iran. Fifth, the
destabilization of Iran and the Resistance movements through extensive intelligence and
security cooperation—including cyber operations, the collection and exchange of
sensitive information, support for opposition groups, and the orchestration of infiltration
and sabotage activities—has imposed systematic and multidimensional pressures on the
Islamic Republic. These pressures have not only undermined Iran’s national security but
have also targeted the cohesion and effectiveness of the Resistance Front.
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