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Assessing  social sustainability—one of the core pillars of sustainable
development—is essential for identifying and mitigating negative social impacts
and enhancing the long-term functionality of urban spaces. Farahzad Ecopark, a
landscape-oriented project located in one of Tehran’s informal settlements,
exemplifies an initiative that, while environmentally focused, also demands
careful attention to its social dimensions. This study aims to evaluate the extent to
which social sustainability has been addressed in the development of Farahzad
Ecopark. Employing a qualitative research methodology grounded in content
analysis, data were collected through semi-structured interviews with local
residents and users, supplemented by direct observation. The data were coded and
interpreted using an intratextual analysis approach. The findings, based on five
primary indicators and fourteen sub-indicators of social sustainability, reveal that
although the project has enhanced visual aesthetics and improved access to public
space, its performance in addressing social dimensions remains limited. Key
challenges identified include weak community participation, neglect of local
cultural identity, inequitable distribution of spatial and economic resources,
insufficient psychological security, and unstable social vitality. The study
concludes by emphasizing the need to reframe urban landscape regeneration
through context-sensitive, participatory, and justice-oriented approaches—models
that acknowledge local community capacities, offer replicable frameworks for
similar urban contexts, and foster inclusive, sustainable environments for all
societal groups.
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